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 Two new facilitiesðone in Tuba City and one in 
Crownpointðhave opened that house law enforce-
ment, corrections and the courts.  

The grand opening of the Western Navajo Din® Jus-
tice Center in Tuba City took place on Feb. 15, 2013. 
Tours of the new court building were provided to the 
public that day.  

The ñCertificate of Substantial Completionò for the 
Tuba City justice center was signed on Jan. 9, 2013, 
and a blessing ceremony was held on March 8, 2013. 
Thereafter, court staff began moving into the building. 

The grand opening for the Eastern Navajo Din® Jus-
tice Center in Crownpoint took place March 8, 2013 
with a ribbon cutting ceremony. Court services to the 
public officially began on April 1, 2013. 

The judicial programs offered at the new facilities in-
clude the courts, Peacemaking Program and Office of 
Probation and Parole Services. Each of the new build-
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The judicial district facility at Western Navajo Din® 

Justice Center in Tuba City.  

The judicial districts of the Nav-
ajo Nation have been celebrat-
ing Justice Day throughout April 
and May with various activities. 

Justice Day recognizes the 
creation of the Navajo court sys-
tem on April 1, 1959.  

The newest judicial districtð
Dziğ Yijiin in Pinonðheld its first 
Justice Day on May 3 with 
speakers and a luncheon.  

Judge Geraldine Benally spoke 
about the history of the judicial 
district. She was a judge at 
Chinle Judicial District when a 
young girl came before her. 
Judge Benally asked where her 
mother was since she was a 
minor and the girl told her she 

April 12, 2013ðDilkon District Court Judge Roy 

Tso, Jr., Miss Navajo Nation Leandra Thomas, Nav-

ajo Nation Council Delegate Elmer Begay and 

Dilkon Judicial District Court Administrator Dar-

lene LaFrance at the Justice Day in Dilkon. 
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Judicial Branch Vision 

It is our vision that the present 

judicial system, consisting of an 

adversarial-style tribal court  

system modeled on Anglo courts, 

a peacemaking system modeled 

on Din® original dispute           

resolution methods, and         

Probation and Parole Services, 

will fully embody the values and 

processes of the Navajo People, 

including family and clan-

centered Navajo values. Our    

justice system as a whole will  

truly reflect the heart and soul of 

the Din®. It will be one that the 

People recognize as their own 

and fully participate in the spirit 

of n§bin§h§azlaago. 

 

Judicial Branch Mission  

The Judicial Branch will provide 

stability in the Navajo Nation 

government by providing court, 

peacemaking, and probation and 

parole services, to  adjudicate 

cases, resolve disputes,            

rehabilitate individuals and   

families, restore  harmony,      

educate the  public, agencies,  

services and other governments 

in Din® bi beenahazô§anii and 

protect persons and property  

pursuant to Navajo Nation laws, 

customs, traditions and            

applicable federal laws. Pursuant 

to Din® bi beenahazô§anii, the 

Judicial Branch will carefully 

develop a justice system that fully 

embodies the traditional values 

and processes of the Navajo   

people. 
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About us 
Navajo Nation Judicial  Districts 

Directory 
Alamo/Toôhajiilee Judicial District 
Alamo Court Å P. O. Box 163 Å Magdalena, NM 87825  
T: (575) 854-2668/2669   F: (575) 854-2660 
Toôhajiilee Court Å P. O. Box 3101-A Å Canoncito, NM 87026 
T: (505) 908-2817/2818   F: (505) 908-2819 

 Hon. William J.J. Platero, District Court Judge 
 Regina Begay-Roanhorse, Court Administrator 
 Alisha R. Thompson, Staff Attorney 
 Albert H. Begaye, Traditional Program Specialist 
 
Aneth Judicial District Å P.O. Box 320 Å Montezuma Creek, UT 84534 
T: (435) 651-3545  F: (435) 651-3546 
 Hon. Irene S. Black, District Court Judge 
 Susie L. Martin, Court Administrator 
 Glen Renner, Staff Attorney 
 Stanley Nez, Traditional Program Specialist 
 
Chinle Judicial District Å P.O. Box 547 Å Chinle, AZ 86503 
T: (928) 674-2070  F: (928) 674-2089 
 Hon. Cynthia Thompson, District Court Judge 
 Hon. Rudy I. Bedonie, District Court Judge 
 Vanessa Mescal, Court Administrator 
 Malcolm Begay, Staff Attorney 
 Russell Thomas, Traditional Program Specialist 
 
Crownpoint Judicial District Å P.O. Box 6 Å Crownpoint, NM 87313 
T: (505) 786-2072  F: (505) 786-2086 
 Hon. Irene M. Toledo, District Court Judge 
 VACANT, District Court Judge 
 Rena Thompson, Court Administrator 
 VACANT, Staff Attorney 
 Darlene Brown, Traditional Program Specialist 
 
Dilkon Judicial District Å HC 63 P.O. Box 787 Å Winslow, AZ 86047 
T: (928) 657-8141/8142  F: (928) 657-8146 
 Hon. Roy J. Tso, Jr., District Court Judge 
 Darlene LaFrance, Court Administrator 
 Jordan M. Hale, Staff Attorney 
 Marie Denetdeal, Traditional Program Specialist 
 
Dziğ Yijiin Judicial District Å P.O. Box 129 Å Pinon, AZ 86510 
T: (928) 675-2316 (temp) F: (928) 725-3712 (temp) 
 Hon. Victoria R. Yazzie, District Court Judge 
 Shirley Leonard, Acting Court Administrator 
 VACANT, Staff Attorney 
 Russell Thomas/Harry Begay, Traditional Program Specialist 
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Branch news 

Law student interns over spring break 

WINDOW ROCKï Second year law stu-
dent Christiane Cannon interned at the 
Navajo Nation Supreme Court over  her 
spring break in March. 

¶ In FY 2013 Second Quarter, the caseload for the 
Supreme Court and District Courts totaled 22,773. 
The courts closed 6,678 cases in the quarter.  

¶ The district courts with the highest caseloads in-
clude Window Rock (4,589) and Shiprock (4,464). 

¶ The Probation and Parole Services office had a 
caseload of 3,822 and closed 1,536 cases.  

¶ A total of 73 individuals were trained in Justware 
representing the courts, peacemaking, probation, 
prosecutors and public safety.  

¶ The Information Data Technician prepared, orga-
nized and scanned 939 files. ƴ 

She and four other American University students made the 
trip from Washington D.C. to spend a week in the Navajo Na-
tionôs capital.  

Cannon said that the Navajo Nation was of particular interest 
to her because cases here raise legal issues that donôt come 
up in purely federal or state jurisdiction. 

She looked at orders of dismissal during her time at the Su-
preme Court. As part of the group from American University, 
she also heard presentations from Attorney General Harrison 
Tsosie and from Navajo culture specialist Robert Johnson of 
the Navajo Nation Museum.  

This is the second time that Cannon has visited the Navajo 
Nation. Last spring, she interned for DNA-Peopleôs Legal Ser-
vices. 

Cannon said the greatest benefit to her in spending her 
spring break here was the experience.  

After she gets back to classes, Cannon and the other stu-
dents will give a presentation about what they learned while 

here. ƴ 

Schedule for public hearings on Title 17 Revi-
sions at the following chapters:  

 
Monday, May 13, 2013: Tuba City 

Tuesday, May 14, 2013: Chinle 

Wednesday, May 15, 2013: Fort Defiance 
Thursday, May 16, 2013: Crownpoint 

Friday, May 17, 2013: Shiprock 

Statistics from FY 2013 2nd quarter 

 Revisions to the Rules of Procedure for the Ćlch²n² Bi 

Beehazô§annii Act have been released for public comment. 

The revisions are available on the www.navajocourts.org 

website. 

When the Navajo Nation Council repealed the Children's 

Code at 9 N.N.C. ÄÄ 1001-1307 and enacted the Ćlch²n² Bi 

Beehazô§annii Act of 2011, effective January 2, 2012 at 9 

N.N.C. ÄÄ 1001-1504, the Children's Code Rules of Proce-

dure, originally adopted by Order of the Navajo Nation 

Supreme Court (No. SC-SP-01-95) on October 4, 1995, 

became urgently in need of complete revision.  

Until permanent rules are adopted by Order of the Su-

preme Court, these rules are immediately applicable. They 

reflect the Ćlch²n² Bi Beehazô§annii Act, relevant case law, 

and other applicable laws. The rules will continue to be 

refined until July 31, 2013. Please direct all public input to 

Karen Francis, Government Relations Officer, at karenfran-

cis@navajo-nsn.gov. ƴ 

Comment period for ABBA rules of procedure 
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2013 Justice Days 

was running errands. When Judge Benally questioned how the 
girl got to the court, she said she had hitchhiked from Pinon. 
Judge Benally said she then realized there was a need to offer 
court services in Pinon, about 46 miles from Chinle.  

Many entities worked together to starting holding hearings in 
Pinon and in May 2012, the new district was created. 

At the Justice Day in Dilkon on May 12, Miss Navajo Nation 
Leandra Thomas spoke about the need to educate the commu-
nity about the courts. She said the only time most people go to 
the court is when there is a dispute and most people probably 
see it as a negative boundary. ñItôs more than that,ò she said. 
The people in the courts give advice, she said. ñTheyôre almost 
counselors,ò she added. 

Thomas thanked the court staff for keeping the environment 
and community safe.  

District Court Judge Roy Tso, Navajo Nation Council Delegate 
Elmer Begay, Navajo Police Department Lt. Emerson Lee and 
Court Administrator Darlene LaFrance also addressed the audi-
ence in Dilkon. 

At the Window Rock Judicial Districtôs Justice Day on April 2, 
pro se clinics were held with the staff attorney and runners got to 
participate in a 5K at lunchtime. Some participants earned Life 
Values Engagement certificates from Traditional Program Spe-
cialist Elaine Henderson at the Window Rock Justice Day.  

Shiprock Judicial District had its Justice Day on April 12 holding 
three mock sessions to educate the public about services of-
fered by Peacemaking and by Probation Services 

Other judicial districts celebrated including Chinle, Crownpoint 
and Aneth on April 1; Tuba City on April 12; Ramah on May 3 
and Kayenta on May 10. ƴ 

05/03/13ðTraditional Program Specialist Harry Begay speaks 

about the Peacemaking Program plan of operation at Dziğ Yijiin 

Judicial Districtôs Justice Day in Pinon. 

04/12/13ðSchool children visit with service providers, includ-

ing the Navajo County Sheriffôs Office, in Dilkon. 

Contôd. from p. 1 

04/02/13 ïABOVE: Students play games in the lobby 

of the Window Rock Judicial District Court/police 

station for Justice Day. BELOW: Traditional Program 

Specialist Elanie Henderson presents on Life Values 

Engagement during Justice Day in Window Rock. 


